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inspiring example of a nation at peace with its neighbors. 
We can demonstrate that a modern country may become 
great and prosperous and powerful without bloodshed. 

For, after all, the sanguinary war between the Euro- 
pean nations is only an extension in aggravated form of 
the bitter warfare that has been raging within the bosom 
of each nation for generations. Modern civilization is 
not based on peace and harmony. It is rooted in strife 
and struggle and war. 

After many centuries of laborious effort and progress 
we of today have at last reached a point which makes it 
possible for all human beings to enjoy life in ease and 
comfort. We have spun the globe with a network of 
railroads, steamboats, and telegraphs. We have har- 
nessed the forces of nature and made them subservient 
to our will. We have invented wonderful machinery 
and ingenuous methods of wealth production. We can 
create enough of things we need to satisfy all reasonable 
wants of all reasonable human beings, and to enable 
them to live in peace and harmony with each other with- 
out ugly quarrels over food or wealth, without strife and 



war. 



But instead of enjoying our common heritage con- 
leetively and rationally, we fight over slices of it indi- 
vidually and savagely. Under the prevailing anarchy, 
miscalled "social order," every person is sent out into the 
world to grab what he can for himself by merit, violence, 
and cunning and in hostility to everybody else. Our in- 
dustrial life is a war of all against all. Worker and 
worker fight for a job. Employer and employes fight for 
their shares of the product. Capitalist and capitalist 
fight for trade. Nation and nation fight for the world 
market. And so we have strikes and lockouts and bank- 
ruptcies and ruin within each country and wholesale 
murder between the countries. 

For let there be no mistake. The ghastly war which 
is shaking Europe in its very foundations has been 
caused by the rivalry between the capitalists of different* 
nations for foreign markets and colonies. It is not a 
war of patriots. It is a war of traders. The murder 
of the Austrian archduke was a pretext. The diplomatic 
negotiations between Austria and Servia, Germany and 
Eussia, France and England, were incidents. They pre- 
cipitated and fashioned the outbreak of hostilities, but 
they did not make the war. The war of today was fore- 
ordained when the nations of Europe went out to steal 
slices of the remaining globe for their merchants and 
manufacturers. It was practically declared when they 
created their stupendous armies and navies "for the 
preservation of peace." Europe was at war to all in- 
tents and purposes for many years before the first shot 
was fired before Liege. 

With this tragic example before it, the United States 
stands at the parting of the ways. It may follow the 
fatal course of Europe or it may set up new standards of 
civilization in history. Alreadv we hear voices among 
us in favor of increased armament for the security of 
the nation, for the preservation of peace. We may heed 
the voice of alarm and embark upon a policy of mili- 
tarism ; erect powerful fortresses all along our extensive 
coast lines; build a navy sufficiently strong to control 
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, and organize an army 
strong enough and numerous enough to overcome the 
military force of any other nation. We may put our 
young men under arms and set our older men and our 
women and children to the task of feeding them. We 



may crush the people under the heavy burdens of a 
voracious militarism, and finally fall into a sanguinary 
cataclysm by preparing for it. 

Or we may reject all military and naval preparations 
and stake our future on the firm determination to main- 
tain peace under all circumstances. We may avoid all 
danger of war by removing all causes that make for war. 
Economically, geographically, ethnologically, and his- 
torically we are in a better position to escape war than 
any country ever was. We have no neighbors on the 
east and west. We have no cause for quarrel with our 
neighbors on the north and south. Our territory is 
ample for our population many times over. We need 
no foreign markets and no colonies. Our country is so 
large and rich and varied that it furnishes us all the 
means of life within its own borders. Importation of 
goods is not essential to our existence or welfare; ex- 
portation is often a crime. We have millions of men, 
women, and children right here in the United States 
who suffer for lack of food and other necessaries of life. 
Let us feed them and provide for their needs, and we 
will have little to send out to foreign countries. We 
have not one legitimate cause for struggle over foreign 
trade, for international bickering, quarrels, entangle- 
ments, and wars, save the desire of our capitalists for 
foreign investments and profits. 

Away with these investments and profits! They are 
not worth the life of a nation. Let our people devote 
all the colossal resources, energies, and ingenuity which 
the European nations waste on militarism and war to 
the peaceful pursuits of industry and to the task of 
securing social justice among themselves. Let us abol- 
ish competition, exploitation, and economic strife; let 
us organize our country, its wealth and work, on a basis 
of harmonious co-operation and collective enjoyment. 
Let us make social peace at home, and we shall be at 
peace with the world, and the world will follow in our 
lead. Peace among nations must be based on peace 
among men.- 

A Day of Woe. 

By Bembert G. Smith. 

The house of prayer is empty now, 
The hymn of praise no more is heard ; 

TJnbreathed, the sinner's humble vow; 
Unspoken, warnings from God's Word! 

The fields on which did gently fall 

The early and the latter rain 
And sunlight free from God to all, 

Are white with wheat, but all in vain ! 

Deserted, too, the marts of trade, 
Emptied the streets of busy throngs, 

While peaceful commerce shrinks dismayed 
As war clouds lower with woeful wrongs! 

The air above is full of shame 

As war defiles hftr virgin patbs, 
With navies hot with hate's own flame, 

TJncooled by thoughts of aftermaths! 

Behold, O God, the day grows late, 

But Thy footstool is red again, 
And not outworn the primal hate 

Which moved the murd'rous heart of Cain ! 
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How long shall wicked men rebel 
Against Thee, loving Lord of life, 

And, clad in glitt'ring garb of hell, 
Fare forth to fearful fields of strife? 

Unholy hands to Thee we lift 
In this dread time of woe and sin ; 

Grant Thou our inmost hearts to sift 
And burn to dust the chaff within ! 

In wrath forget not mercy, Lord ; 

O bid the wars of men to cease ; 
Melt by Thy love each bloody sword, 

And lead us forfh in paths of peace! 
Marietta, Ga. 



The Chicago Peace Convention. 

By Graham Taylor. 

Probably no better account of the peace conference 
held in Chicago, February 27 and 28, 1915, could be 
found than that prepared by Graham Taylor, director 
of the Chicago School of Civics and Philanthropy. It 
appeared in the Chicago Daily News, and is reproduced 
here practically in full : 

CHICAGO INITIATIVE IN THE PEACE CAUSE. 

Just such.a representative gathering never assembled 
anywhere else as rallied here last Saturday and Sunday 
at the call of Chicago's "emergency federation of peace 
forces." Soon after the war broke out a few of our citi- 
zens felt that Americans should get together, for their 
own sakes if not for- the sake of the world at war, to lay 
new foundations for peace. They met informally, and 
finally risked calling upon presumably interested organi- 
zations to send delegates to confer upon what might be 
done. 

Emergency Federation of Peace Forces. 

In response to this call a surprisingly varied group 
met, representing political clubs, educational institu- 
tions, suffrage associations, the Single Tax Club, the 
Chicago Federation of Labor, women's clubs, the City 
clubs, the Women's Trade Union League, the churches, 
and the Socialist party, as well as peace societies. After 
holding some public meetings at which a tentative pro- 
gramme for constructive peace was submitted for public 
approval, this emergency federation took the further risk 
of calling a national conference at Chicago, 

Bodies of citizens everywhere were invited to send 
delegates freely to confer on what nation-wide concerted 
action could be taken in the interest of international 
peace. Those convening the conference were not a little 
anxious as to the number and representative character 
of those who would assemble. Bnt when the registra- 
tion cards were gathered, about 300 men and women 
were found to have come from many States and cities, 
all the way from New England to the Kocky Mountains. 
They represented commercial interests at the East and 
the National Socialist Party headquarters here at the 
West, newspapers, and more than thirty colleges, fra- 
ternal orders and federations of labor, women's clubs 
and State and city governments, native Americans and 
foreign-born citizens from many lands, peace societies, 



and churches of different faiths. Chicagoans were a 
small but influential minority. Jane Addams was 
chosen to preside over the permanent National Peace 
Federation, and Louis P. Lochner was made secretary, 
with headquarters at 116 South Michigan avenue. 

With Malice Toward None, Loyalty to AIL 

While people of station were conspicuous by their ab- 
sence, both from the delegation and the audiences, yet 
all who gathered were impelled to come by the highest 
purpose and the sturdiest resolve to do what could be 
done to assure the peace of our country and to promote 
its peace-making influence in the world. Not a word of 
partiality for any country at war or a word of discrimi- 
nation against any warring nation escaped the lips of 
any one present. Nothing but the friendliest apprecia- 
tion of each and all the peoples engaged in fateful fratri- 
cidal strife was expressed. The losses of life and treas- 
ure, of skill and product, suffered by each of them were 
accounted a loss to this country and the world. On our 
own account, as well as theirs, for the sake of every na- 
tion and all peoples, therefore, protest was entered 
against the further waste and ruin of the war. Only 
now and then were its gruesome scenes and dreadful suf- 
fering alluded to, and then only hy those who had either 
witnessed them or had suffered the loss of friends. Ger- 
mans and Austro-Hungarians voiced the acute concern 
which true patriots of all nations cannot fail to feel over 
the desperate plight to which all their fatherlands are 
being driven by the terrible exigencies of this unprece- 
dented warfare. 

The speeches and discussions, which continued for two 
days, were able yet humble ; very serious without being 
at all hysterical, squarely faced the extraordinary com- 
plications of the situation, yet undaunted! v advocated 
national action. Edward A. Filene, the Boston mer- 
chant, thought that the public sentiment for peace which 
might be expressed by the American people would surely 
and quickly react upon the warring peoples through their 
representatives in this country. The Hon. John A. Ayl- 
ward urged the Wisconsin plan for the mediation of the 
neutral powers, without armistice between the battling 
armies. The United States Commissioner of Education, 
Dr. Philander P. Claxton, asserted preparation for peace 
to be consistent with the spirit of democracy and that 
preparation for war is impossible for any democratic peo- 
ple. Morris Hillquit, national committeeman of the 
Socialist Party from New York, insisted that interna- 
tional peace can be based only upon social justice within 
the nation and gave human tone to the divine command, 
"Thou shalt not kill." Hamilton Holt, of the Inde- 
pendent, and Mr. and Mrs. Edwin D. Mead, of Boston, 
out of their long and world-wide experiences in the peace 
propaganda, spoke with unwavering confidence in its ul- 
timate triumph. Women's voices rang out their new 
challenge to the old civilization based upon war. Mrs. 
W. I. Thomas demanded a civilization worthier of the 
motherhood and the childhood of the race. Jane Ad- 
dams patiently, skilfully, constructively guided the con- 
ference toward concerted action. 

For Conference of the Neutral Nations. 

Assured that no overture for peace could be expected 
from any nation at war, the only mediation hoped for 
was in the mediating action of the neutral nations. Pec- 



